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Study Guide for The Greek Gods

The gods and goddesses

Zeus

1. Who were Cronos and Rhea?

2. Who was Oranus?

3. What was the prophecy that Oranus had for Cronos?

4. What did Cronos do to try and save himself from this prophecy?

5. How was Zeus saved from being swallowed?

6. What did Cronos really eat?

7. Who raised Zeus?

8. What did Rhea promise them?

9. How did all the other gods and goddesses come back to “life”?

10. How did the Olympians win the battle with the Titans?

11. From where does the book say that we got the word “panic”?

12. There is another story of how Zeus may have overtaken Cronos, what is this story?  (It involves an important tool)

13. What is Zeus’ main attribute?

Hera

1. What was a family habit of the gods and goddesses?

2. How was Hera related to Zeus?

3. What was she always trying to do?

4. What plot did she convince the other gods and goddesses to help her with?

5. How did Zeus get out of it?  Who helped him?

Athene

1. What does the story of Athene’s birth entail?

2. Who was her “mother”?

3. What did the manner of her birth give her domain over?

4. What city is named after her?

5. The story of the weaving and Arachne shows what character flaw of the gods?

6. Who was Arachne?

7. What did she brag about that got her into trouble?

8. What does Athene challenge her to?

9. What did Arachne make?

10. What did Athene make?

11. Why was this too much for the people watching to take?

12. What did Arachne do after she saw the croud’s reaction?

13. What did Athene then do?

14. What does this myth explain about in our everyday life?

Poseidon

1. How does the book say that the three sons received their domain?

2. What did Poseidon win?

3. “He liked jokes and thought up very curious forms for his creatures.” (16)  What do they mean by this?

4. What was his attribute?

5. Why did the Athenians have to be very careful when they went to sea and why were they unfortunate in their naval battles?

6. What animal is Poseidon said to have created?

7. For whom did he create it?

8. Another myth says that Poseidon took so long to make that animal that he cast aside other animals that he felt didn’t come out right. What animals are these?

9. What connections does your book make between the moon, the sea and the horse?

Hades

1. Hades is the god of what?

2. What is the river that they must cross to get to Hades?

3. What guards the gate on the other side of the river?

4. Who were the three judges that the dead waited for?

5. Who was Sisyphus?

6. Who was Tantalus?

7. Why did Hades rarely leave his domain?

8. Who were the hags?  

9. What did they look like?

10. What did they do in Hades?

11. What does the book say Hades’ most dramatic hour was?

Demeter

1. What does “Demeter” mean?

2. What is another name for her?

3. What word do we get from that name?

4. What connection do you think there is between her other name and the word as we use it today?

5. How many children did Demeter have with Zeus?

6. What was their daughter’s name?

7. What happened to her?

8. What did Demeter try and do to save her?

9. Did it work?

10. What was the stipulation of saving her daughter?

11. Who went to give the message to her daughter?

12. Did it work to save her?

13. Why or why not?

14. Why did she have to spend 6 months with Hades each year?

15. What does this story give an explanation for?

Artemis

1. Who were her parents?

2. What does the book say that Zeus felt was the quality that he felt was most attractive?

3. What did Artemis ask for from her father?

4. What color was her bow and arrow?

5. What were all of the things that Artemis was called?

6. What constellation is explained in this story?

Apollo

1. What does the book say Apollo had over all of the other gods?

2. What was his main attribute?

3. What color were they?

4. Why is it said that in his youth Apollo was a very unforgiving god?

5. What was the story of the Python?

6. What games came out of this story?

7. What was the story of the satyr named Marsyas?

8. What did this show about Apollo’s character?

9. What is named after Marsyas?

Sons of Apollo

1. In this chapter, the book reveals another character flaw of the gods and goddesses. What is it?

2. Who was Apollo’s most famous son?

3. What is the story of his birth?

4. What is this myth explaining about a certain animal?

5. What gift did his most famous son have?

6. What made Hades mad?

7. What did Zeus do for the son of Apollo?

8. Why did this make Aphrodite mad?

9. Who did Aphrodite send for and what did she have him do?

10. What happened to Apollo’s son?

Hermes

1. What did Hermes do five minutes after he was born?

2. What did he steal?

3. From whom did he steal?

4. Why does Apollo feel that Hermes should join them on Mt. Olympus?

5. What does Hermes make for Apollo?

6. Of what did Hermes become god?

7. What did Hermes supposedly invent in his workshop?

8. What idea did he give Zeus?

Hephaestus

1. Why did no one celebrate the birth of Hephaestus?

2. Who were his parents?

3. What does our book say that Hera did with him?

4. Who found him?

5. What did she do with him?

6. What did he have the gift of doing?

7. What does the book say is the reason that Hephaestus was asked back to Olympus?

8. There is another story, not in the book, about a golden throne.  What is this story?

Aphrodite

1. What was she the goddess of?

2. How does the book say she was born?

3. How was she married off?

4. Whom did she marry?

5. What hint does the book give to suggest that she was not faithful?

